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and Vaishnavisxn5 Islam also playing its part in this dia-
pason. In fact, a time came when Hindus and Muslims
in Bengal were very near opening into a common cul-
tural consciousness.

After Ashoka it was Akbar who as an emperor felt in
himself the deep urge of India's soul towards the one-
ness of her national being. He built up and consoli-
dated a vast empire and cherished dreams of a compact
cultural and political unity. But it was destined to be
a fugitive dream and whatever solidarity had been
achieved began to slacken and disintegrate in the
inefficient hands of his short-sighted successors.
India gave up for the moment the expansive move-
ment and plunged into intense regional whirlpools.
Yet the salient elements of Saracenic culture had
already been woven into the texture of the country's
life. Shivaji rose and with him arose again the idea
of unity. His short career was a meteoric blaze of
astute statesmanship and burning patriotism. A
thrill passed through the nation3 its limp body became
tense with the energy of expectancy and fervour.
But the wave soon spent itself and an ominous hush
fell upon the country. The next notable attempt,
a daring and dazzling one, was made by Guru Govind
Singh. His Khalsa was a startling feat of militant
nationalism wedded to religious ardour^ and there
ms in it an echo of the democratic spirit of Islam.
. It was a 'fellowship of equals' to which the people
impetuously dedicated themselves fired by a new-
found sense of their strength and solidarity. The